THE UK - EXERCISES

A) THE UK - GEOGRAPHY

Britain lies off the north-west coast of Europe. It consists of two large islands -
............ (1) and ....... (2) and about .... (3) smaller ones. The neighbours are ....... (4)
towestand ...... (5) to south-east. The area of GB is about ... (6) thousand sq km.

The main mountain regions here are the ........ Mountains (7) in Wales, the
Cumbrian Mountains in the .... ........ (8), the ........ (9) (the Backbone of England). The
Cheviot Hills are on the border between ....... (10) and ........ (11). The highest
mountains of GB are the ......... of Scotland (12). The highest mountain is ... ..... (13) -
1342 m. The longest rivers are the ...... (14) and the ...... (15).

B) THE UK - PEOPLE

Population of the UK is about .. (1) million people. The density is one of the
....... (2) in the world. We can find the following ethnic groups here : ....... (81.5%) (3),
........ (9.6%) (4), ..... (2.4%) (5), Welsh, Ulster, Pakistani and others. There live
also many people from India. They are called ....... (6) .

The majority of people speak ....... (7). There are also minority languages
which are of ...... (8) origin - Welsh, Scottish and Irish Gaelic. Welsh is spoken in
Western ..... (9) and Irish Gaelic is still spoken in the ..... Republic (10).

C) THE UK — ADMINISTRATION

Great Briatin is @ ......ccccccee e (1) with the Queen as the .... (2) of state.
Britain is divided into .... (3) parts : ....... (4) (London capital), ..... (5) (Cardiff capital),
Scotland (......... capital) (6) and Nothern Ireland (....... capital) (7).

Wales was politically linked in .... (8). The English an Scaottish ...... (9) were
united in 1603 and their ........... (10) in 1707. ....... (11) became the part of this union
in 1801 but in .... (12) the most of Ireland became a separate state - the lIrish
Republic.

Locally is Britain divided into ........ (13). The ....... (14) of whole Britain is
London. The second largest city here is .......... (15).

British national flag is sometimes called the ..... .... (16). The flag of England is
St. ... ‘s cross (17) (white and red), Scotland has St. Andrew’s cross (blue and
white) and Ireland has St. ....... ‘s cross (18) (white and red diagonals). The red rose
is the national symbol of ....... (19), Wales has the leek and the ........ (20), Scotland
has the thistle and Ireland the shamrock.



D) ENGLAND - INTERESTING PLACES

Oxford and ......... (1) are the oldest university towns. ......... .... .... (2) is the
birthplace of William Shakespeare. B....... (3), Bournemouth, Portsmouth, Blackpool,
Sunderland and Scarborough are the most famous s...... Fevees (4). They have fine
sandy beaches. C......... (5) is an old town with a majestic cathedral. It is a seat of the
archbishop.

In the south of England there is also W......... (6), once it was the capital of
England. Near Salisbury we can see the beautiful historical monument of S......... (7),
which is more than .... (8) years old.

The west country has nearly no ........ (9). The most interesting places here are
Bristol, E..... (10), Plymouth and B... (11). This is a spa town and was built by the
R..... (12) 2000 years ago. There are also many n....... p.... (13) there, e.g. Dartmoor
and Exmoor national parks.

B....... (14) is the geographical heart of England and the second largest city in
Britain. Other important cities are M......... (15), L........ (16), L.... (17), Y.... (18) and
S...... (19).

Northern England is the country of beautiful nature. The most famous lake in
the Lake Districtis W......... L... (20).

E) WALES & SCOTLAND - INTERESTING PLACES

Wales is sometimes called the land of c...... (1). The land is full of beauty and
mystery. The biggest cities here are C...... (2), S...... (3)and N...... (4). There is also a
beautiful national park of S........ (5).

Scotland is a historically and culturally separate country from England. It has
its own legal and e.......... ....... (6) and c....... (7). It is the land of many special
traditions - playing the ..... (8), quality ...... (9), wearing ..... (10) made of ...... (11) and
SO on.

The biggest city here is G...... (12) and Edinburgh is the ....... (13) of Scotland.
The North of the country is a large mountain and lake area. The largest lake is Loch
...... (14) and the most famous lake is Loch .... (15) with its monster.



F) BRITISH HISTORY

Associate each statement with the right date.

King John signed Magna Carta.

Ireland became an independent state.

The UK was a leading world power during Queen Victoria’s reign.

William the Conqueror defeated the Saxon king Harold in the battle of

Hastings and became the king of England.

England was added to the Roman Empire.

The Danes fought with the Jutes, the Angles and the Saxons.

The Church of England was separated from the authority of the Pope.

Scottish king James VI became also James | of England.

9 The Civil War between the Royalists and the Parliamentarians took
' place in England.

10. The Parliaments of Scotland and England united.

11. Queen Elizabeth | ruled.

12. The Celts arrived to England.
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13. Ireland was united with Great Britain.

14. Industrial revolution took place in Great Britain.

15 The Jutes, the Angles and the Saxons arrived to England from German
' lands.

a) 1801 e) 1558 — 1603 j) 1534 m) after 410

b) 1215 f) 1066 j) 8" = 11" centuries  n) 1603

c) 1760s — 1850s g) 1922 k) 43 AD 0) 1642-1649

d) 1837 - 1901 h) 2500 — 3000 ago 1) 1707



